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REMINISCENCES OF PUBLIC MEN

GENERAL  BANKS

OF the men whom I have known in political affairs,
General Banks was in his personality one of a small
number who were always agreeable and permanently
attractive. He was the possessor of an elastic spirit; he was
always hopeful of the future and in adversity he saw or
fancied that he saw, days of prosperity for himself, for his
party, for the commonwealth and for the country. His in-
terest in the fortunes of the laboring classes was a permanent
interest, and they are largely indebted to him for the passage
of the eight-hour law by the Congress of the United States.
Not infrequently his thoughts and schemes were too vast for
realization. While the contest in Kansas was going on, he
suggested an organization of capitalists for the purchase of
the low-priced lands in Delaware, then a sale to Northern
farmers and the conversion of Delaware into a free State.

His studies in the law had been fragmentary and superficial,
and nature had not endowed him with all the qualities that
are essential to the successful lawyer. His reading* on the
literary side was considerable, especially in the Spanish lan-
guage. Early in life he accepted the idea that our relations
with the Spanish race were to be intimate in a not far off
future. He was a careful observer of character, and of con-
ditions in affairs, and in a free debate he was never in peril
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